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Eatebliehment of Paychological Warfare
¥ID 912 Divieion, Speoiel Staff 22 May 1946
SUMMARY

1, The sttached memorandum for the Chief of Staff, subject as above, sels
forth the desirability of esteblishing a Peychological Warfare Division as & com~
ponent of the WDSS,

2, The memorandum emphasizes the following pointas

8. War Department responsibility for psychological werfare has been the
i\mgtﬂ.on of Propagards Branch, G-2, WDGS, since 1ts establishment in November,
943,

b, Prior to that date there existed & number of military and gquasi-
military organizations conducting peychological warfare planning and operstions,
with divided authority and consequent reduced efficiency.

e, Psychologicel werfare is not a new weapon, yot no firm determination
of its role in the military estsbiishment fd been made at the outbresk of
World War II, and civilieh agencles were therefore called upon to perform a
nilitery function,

d, Since psychological warfare 1s certsin to play an increased role in
angy fature conflict, its place within the War Department should be estabw
liahed,

6. Thile relying on intelligence during vartime, psychological warfare
is primerily operationsl in nature and does not fall readily within the
scope of the Intelligence Division, Howsver, the diverse nature of its
potivities s such that it does not appear 40 be a logical responsibility
of OFD,

£, Field experience in World War II proved that psychological warfare is
best conducted by a divieion or branch of Special Staff status, Such a
aivislon would insure complete exploitatlon of the potentisls of psychologi-
cal warfare and would provide for the study of existing methods and the
development of improved techniques leading towards the most effective utili~
gation of the weapon.

g:. Trhe establishment of & peychological warfare ddvision on a Specisl
gtaff lovel would obviate the necesslty of foreing commanders in the fleld
to have eivilisn agencies thrust upon them for the conduct of militery
psychological warfare within their theaters. It would provide & eentral
organization within the War Department for the planning and conduct of all
pheses of paychological warfare,
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3+ Recomrended -that Psychologlecal Warfare Division,
with funetions and responsibilities as set forth
LRORDINATION |
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WDSS, be established
in Appendix A,

1 Znclosure

Memorandum for the Chief of Staff,
2/ettachrents,
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